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1G4G chaplains, had soon returned to their parishes, and spiritual sustenance had been supplied by independent preachers or by the fighting men themselves. In the long periods of idleness which are found in all campaigns the army's thoughts had boon directed into strange channels, and it had become a factory of high explosives in Church and State. Having a hundred queer faiths, it demanded toleration as against the presbyterians. Having beaten the gentry of England, it had lost its respect for rank and birth, " What were the lords of England but William the Conqueror's colonels, or the barons but his majors, or the knights but his captains ? "1 It had no great reverence for parliament, having witnessed its muddling, and it declared .not for parliamentary sovereignty but for the sovereignty of the people. The consciousness that it had saved English liberties made it little inclined to submit to ill treatment, and the comradeship established in the field compacted all the various strains into one formidable unit, when it was a question of soldiers' lights. More and more it was beginning to listen to fire-brands like John Lilburne, whom Oliver with his odd fondness for cranks and his hatred of injustice had always befriended, and who, whether in prison or out of it, poured forth his subversive pamphlets. Presently the army was quoting his writings u as statute law." If this formidable and incalculable power was not wisely handled parliament might find a more deadly enemy than the king.

II

The first business before the new de facto government was to come to terms with Charles, since without him no lasting settlement could be made. In July negotiations began with the presentation of the Nineteen Propositions to him at Newcastle.2 It was a bad start, for the proposals had no hope of acceptance. Charles was required to take the Covenant and enforce it upon the nation ; to accept the abolition of episcopacy ;
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